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This article explores the relationship between Japan’s technological
imperialism and its transportation system, using road construction in
Manchukuo as a case study to analyze its concrete practices and knowledge
transmission. Beginning in the early 20th century, Japan incorporated
southern Manchuria into its imperial territory, creating new political and
social spaces through colonial activities. This attracted many intellectuals
and technocrats, who promoted modernization projects, underscoring the
pivotal role of technology in imperial expansion. After the establishment
of Manchukuo in 1932, roads became a crucial component of Japan’s
imperial strategy. The colonial authorities launched a ten-year road
construction plan aimed at developing a comprehensive transportation
network to boost economic growth and provide military support. After the
outbreak of war between China and Japan in 1937, road construction gained
even greater importance. For instance, the “Ha-Da highway” was built to
connect Harbin and Dalian, enhancing both economic and military
mobility.

Japanese technocrats played a vital role in the colonization of Manchuria.
They not only applied local knowledge to address harsh climatic and



B A4 EAR SR INE 259

geographical conditions, but some continued to contribute their expertise
through retention policies after World War II. Tadao Kudo, for example,
participated in road and bridge construction in China after the war and later
actively promoted Sino-Japanese technical exchanges upon returning to
Japan. This history reflects the complex role of colonial modernity and how
knowledge transmission transcended political and temporal boundaries,
shaping infrastructure and development across postwar East Asia.

Keywords: Manchukuo, Japanese technocrats, The Datung Academy,
Harbin-Dalian highway, civil engineering



